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 We Offer the  
Following 

    Annuities 
    Auto 
 Boat and Watercraft 
 Bonds 
 Commercial 
 Flood 
 Group Health 
 Homeowner 
 Individual Health 
 Life 
 Long Term Care 
 Manufactured Homes 
 Mortgage Protection 
 Personal Umbrella 
 Workers Compensation 

Let’s Celebrate The  
     Season Safely  

We wish our clients a Happy Holiday! 
 
With the Holiday Season in full swing and a million-and-one things on your 
mind, don’t lose sight of safety and put your loved ones - and yourself - at 
risk. 
If you hang seasonal decorations, here are a few simple rules to follow: 
• Don’t place trees or other big items where they might block escape 

routes. 
• If you have a tree, keep it watered; don’t let it try out - if it does, it’s a 

fire hazard. 
• Unplug interior lights when you go out or go to bed. 
• Don’t place candles close to flammable items or in drafts, and, again, 

extinguish them when you leave the room. 
When you buy gifts, ensure they are suitable for the age or health of the 
recipients. Most toys carry age-suitability ratings and, with these, it’s best 
to use caution. With older or less able folk, especially those with unsteady 
hands, avoid fiddly and sharp items. 
Holiday guests also need special attention. Remember, they don’t know 
your home like you do, so remove obstacles, install night lights or low 
wattage bulbs that can be left on overnight and, if they’re first-timers, give 
them a quick tour of your home. 
If you’re going to be the guest - that is, you’ll be traveling - leave early for 
your trip to anticipate weather and traffic glitches, pack your gifts carefully 
so they don’t get damaged in transit and, when you arrive, take the time to 
familiarize yourself with your surroundings too! 
Finally, this is the time of year when youngsters get over-excited. They 
can injure themselves or others, eat too much candy, become exhausted, 
wander off while you’re busy cooking or celebrating, or otherwise get out 
of control. Keep a close eye on them. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS  
FROM EVERYONE AT  

ELZEY INSURNACE 



    2 What you need to know about … 

Disability Insurance 
For a smallish word “disability” is a big issue - bigger than you might 
think. In the sense of being seriously affected by a congenital disorder, 
accidental injury or illness, over 51 million Americans are classified as 
disabled at any one time. 
Not surprising then that disability insurance is also a big issue - some-
thing that can make all the difference in coping with the effects of inca-
pacity. 
The front line of support comes in the form of Government-sponsored 
disability payments. There are two types: Social Security Disability In-
surance, which pays benefits to you and certain members of your family 
if you are "insured," meaning that you worked long enough and paid 
Social Security taxes; and Supplemental Security Income, which  pays 
benefits based on financial need. (For more details on these, contact 
your local Social Security office or visit http://www.ssa.gov/disability/). 
Some states also operate their own disability coverage programs and, 
of course, so do some employers. 

You can also take out individual disability insurance policies, either to 
protect yourself or, if you’re in business, coverage that provides support 
if a key person suddenly becomes incapacitated. If you’re self-
employed, unentitled to Government or company coverage, or con-
cerned about the risks of long term disability, this is definitely something 
to consider. 
Naturally, the scope and cost of individual disability insurance policies 
varies tremendously and it’s important to get the coverage that precisely 
meets your needs both now and in the future. 
For example: the policy may cover a fixed period or a lifetime of bene-
fits; it may define disability according to your present job or your ability 
to work at all; the payout may be fixed or increased for cost-of-living 
changes; it probably will cover only a percentage of your earnings; it 
may only cover disability caused through accident; it may allow you to 
work part time during recuperation and still get benefits. 
Premiums depend on all of these factors, plus your current age, state of 
health and maybe the risks associated with the kind of job you do. If 
you’d like to know more about disability insurance, please contact us. 

 Over 51 million Americans are classified as disabled. 
 In the U.S., a disabling injury occurs every second,  
 Three in 10 workers entering the work force today will become 

disabled before retiring.  
 Over 6.8 million workers are receiving Social Security Disabil-

ity benefits; almost half are under age 50. 
  From Government sources   

Where To Dig For 
Info On Gas Lines 

The tragic gas pipeline explosion 
in San Bruno, California has 
prompted many people to wonder 
and worry about just how close to 
their homes major gas lines run. 
Of course, if you have a gas sup-
ply to your home, there’ll be a 
line out there too. But where’s the 
biggie that they all link into? 
You can discover the main routes 
by visiting the National Pipeline 
Mapping System’s website at 
http://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/ 
where you can key in your state 
and county details to see a 
zoomable map. The US Energy 
Administration also publishes a 
whole series of maps that show 
major gas transportation corri-
dors, locations of compressor 
stations, hub connections, under-
ground storage facilities and im-
port/ export pipelines. Start by 
going to http://tinyurl.com/eia-
pipe. Also, check out the Pipeline 
Safety Trust for more useful infor-
mation: http://www.pstrust.org/.  
Additionally, you can contact your 
gas supply company. They’ll cer-
tainly tell you where your own 
home gas line runs but you might 
find them cagey about releasing 
information on their main trans-
mission lines. That’s because of 
anti-terrorism security rules im-
posed after 9/11, 
though this may change as a re-
sult of political pressures. But at 
least knowing where those lines 
are is an important step in the 
right direction. 
 

Insuring peace-of-mind mobility 
 

If you drive a vehicle adapted for disability, or use a scooter or other mobility 
equipment, you’ll have special insurance needs. While, as with regular auto 
insurance, it’s compulsory to insure a vehicle that uses the highway, this may 
not be so for scooters. Yet, they still run the risk of theft, accident, injury or dam-
age to others. Premiums are not especially high and can be reduced by select-
ing a deductible. Sometimes they offer up to three years’ coverage on a single 
payment. They can provide for recovery after an accident or if the scooter fails. 
If you already have a policy, it’s worth noting that this may need updating if you 
change your machine. Check with us. 



 

 

  3 Thank You For Referrals !   Thank You!  Thank You! 
 

Thanks to all our clients who graciously referred their family, friends and associates to our agency.   
We build our agency on your positive comments.  We couldn’t do it without your help! 
 
 
Tell a friend, a colleague, a relative, an acquaintance… whoever… about us.  When they contact us and tell us 
you sent them (don’t worry, we ask why they called): 
YOU WIN:  

• 1 instant lottery ticket  AND 
• 1 Chance to win DINNER FOR 2  (a $50 value awarded each month)  AND 
• 1 Chance to win the Grand Prize – A 42” Flat Screen TV 
 
The first week of each month we’ll randomly draw from all of last month’s Chance  #1 qualifiers.   
THE WINNER will receive Dinner for Two at a local restaurant.  (A $50 value)! 

 
On December 31, 2010,  we’ll conduct a random drawing for the  Grand Prize that qualified from January 1, 
2010 through December 31, 2010  
  
  THE GRAND PRIZE WINNER will receive  a 42” FLAT SCREEN TV!!!
  

 

 

DECEMBER WINNER 

ANA BROWN! 

ROSIE’S CORNER 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM ROSIE AND HER FOUR-LEGGED FRIENDS 
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IT'S A FACT:  The exact time of the winter solstice, when Earth’s northern hemisphere is at maximum 
tilt away from the sun is 6.38pm Eastern Time on December 21.  

Everything that irritates us about others can lead us to an understanding of ourselves.  
     Carl Jung, Swiss Psychologist 

™ 
Your Consumer Awareness Advisor™ 

PAT & JAN ELZEY’S 

2501 E Sam Houston Pkwy S 
Pasadena, TX 77503 

Surge Protection: Looking After Your Joules 
You may or may not have a valuable stash of jewels. But one thing’s for sure: you need a few joules. Joules? 
We’ll skip the high falutin’ scientific definition, but a joule is basically a measurement of energy absorption. It 
comes into play when we see surges or spikes in our electricity supply that can put some of our more sensi-
tive electronic equipment - computers, TVs and the like - under severe stress. Enter the surge suppressor or 
protector, a joule-laden device that stands between the power circuits in your home and your delicate gear. 
But are they any good? Do you need one? And if so, how should you choose? Here’s our take: 

• High-power appliances, like fridges and air con-
ditioners, cause big variations in power de-
mand when they switch on or off, making a 
surge more likely. 

• Older houses with ancient or faulty wiring are 
more vulnerable to surges. Lightning strikes 
also cause serious surges but these are rare. 

• Microprocessors and micro circuitry can over-
heat or burn out in a surge. You’ll find them not 
only in computers but also in items like DVD 
players and even microwave cookers. 

• Surge protectors are generally inexpensive and 
often come built-in to extension outlets, so it 
makes sense to use them wherever you have  

      sensitive equipment. 
• They often also are built into special batteries 

called uninterruptible power supplies, which keep 
computers running during a power outage - a 
good buy if your work depends on your PC. 

• The more joules, the stronger the surge absorp-
tion. But don’t go crazy. 500 joules or so per out-
let is probably sufficient. 

• Protectors can themselves burn out with a par-
ticularly powerful surge so buy one with an indi-
cator light to show it’s working. 

• Not all so-called “suppressors” are what they 
claim. Check for a “UL” label on the device with 
the words “Transient Voltage Surge Suppressor.” 


