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How To Safely Work From Home 
You need extra cash and have some spare time, but you want flexibility to work when it suits - and maybe to 

keep your PJs on! They're just a few of the reasons why more people than ever - perhaps as many as 50 mil-

lion - choose to work from home. In many cases, home workers are actually "telecommuters" - employees 

whose job allows them to do at least part of their job at home. But there's also a fast-growing army of self-

employed that includes "virtual assistants" who provide support and secretarial services for others, medical 

transcriptionists, writers, illustrators, web designers and online teachers who all work from the comfort of 

home. 

 

 

 

 

However, some jobs are not what they're made out to be. Make-easy-money ads often turn out to be noth-

ing more than sales pitches for questionable training materials, overpriced supplies or freely available list of 

jobs and employers, while some are downright con-tricks. 

 Most notorious is the mystery shopper scam in which victims receive a check they have to cash, suppos-

edly to pay for test purchases but part of which they have to wire to someone else. Later, the check turns out 

to be a dud and the victim has to stand the loss from his or her bank account. There are legit mystery shopper 

jobs but they're few and far between. Find out more from the Mystery Shop-

per Providers Association (www.mysteryshop.org) 

If you're thinking of working from home, start by considering what you’re 

good at and what you enjoy. Then research the subject thoroughly. Look for 

a good book like Work At Home Now by Christine Durst and Michael Haaren. 

and you can wise-up to the tricksters at the Federal Trade Commission web-

site (http://tinyurl.com/ftc-work). 

If you run a business from home, you likely will need  
insurance coverage for your equipment, supplies and 
liabilities. Contact us to discuss your needs. 

    Annuities 
    Auto 
 Boat and Watercraft 
 Bonds 
 Commercial 
 Flood 
 Group Health 
 Homeowner 
 Individual Health 
 Life 
 Long Term Care 
 Manufactured Homes 
 Mortgage Protection 
 Personal Umbrella 

We Offer the  
Following 



 

 

  2 Holiday Season Savings: How To 
Stretch Your Money  
Though the recession may be over - that's what they keep telling us, 
isn't it? - many of us will enter the 2010 Holiday Season either with less 
money or just more spending caution than normal. So, we're all looking 
out for ways of saving without spoiling the fun. Here are out Top 10 
Ideas for how you can do just that: 

1. Shop more wisely. For groceries and such-like, clip those coupons 
and scan the flyers for price cuts. Online, use price comparison 
sites like pricegrabber.com and shopzilla.com for gifts. 

2. Make your own greetings cards. If you have a computer you can 
buy software and special papers that enable you to produce profes-
sional-looking cards at a fraction of the price. 

3. Collect your decs. When you're out walking, collect decorative items 
like pine cones, shells and dried flower heads you can use in holi-
day wreaths - for yourself and as gifts - and other decorations. 

4. Regift and don’t feel bad about it. That's right, if you received a gift 
you can't use and won't cause offense by passing it to someone 
who can make use of it, then just do it! You can even make it fun by 
suggesting a family gift exchange. 

5. Personalize low cost items. In business they call this "added value." 
For example, you buy a set of cheaper hand-towels and embroider 
the recipient's initials on them. 

6. Haggle on price. If you're buying an expensive item, don’t be afraid 
to try to talk down the price. Everyone's doing it. Just say: "That's 
too expensive. Is there anything you can do to get the price down?" 

7. Buy in bulk. Some retailers will discount prices if you're buying sev-
eral of the same items. For example: restaurant gift cards. 

8. If you're traveling by air to visit friends and relatives, consider ship-
ping luggage and gifts ahead of your trip. This can be cheaper than 
paying airline baggage charges. 

9. Have a pot-luck gathering. If it's your turn to host Thanksgiving or 
Christmas dinners, invite your guests to bring the food, if you do the 
turkey. These days, people understand the cost issues. 

10. Don't bust the budget. Work out what you can afford to spend, tell 
everyone you're working to a tight budget this year, and then make 
sure you stick to it! And if you can avoid using your credit card, al-
most certainly you'll save money. 

What Goes Around 
Comes Around 

You don’t have to be an Indian 

mystic to get the idea of karma - 

the notion that you get repaid, for 

better or worse, for your past ac-

tions. Mostly, it's a matter of com-

monsense but now science is 

demonstrating that helping others 

actually gives us an immediate 

benefit - we feel good about giv-

ing, which enhances both our 

mood and self-esteem, providing 

significant health benefits. Stud-

ies by Vanderbilt and Boston uni-

versities, for instance, found evi-

dence that volunteering may 

even alleviate chronic pain and 

depression. 

Not only that but the experience 

you gain helping others, espe-

cially by volunteering, gives you a 

better insight into life's challenges 

and, through making new con-

tacts and broadening your skills, 

enhances your career prospects. 

And in his bestselling book Never 

Eat Alone, author Keith Ferrazzi 

explains that getting to know peo-

ple well and looking after their 

interests without expecting any-

thing in return means they re-

member you and usually stand 

prepared to help if and when your 

time of need comes around. 

When you meet people for the 

first time, instead of "selling" 

yourself, focus on what you might 

be able to do for them. Try it - 

and see how good you feel! 

 

Taking Good Care Of Your Holiday Guests 
 

You want the Holidays to be memorable for the right reasons - which 
means ensuring your guests have a safe and comfortable stay. Re-
member, they're not as familiar as you with all the twists, turns and 
obstacles in your home, so spend a few minutes doing a spot check 
before they arrive. 

Fasten loose floor coverings and fittings, move appliance wiring out 
of walk-routes, install nightlights in hallways, bathrooms and kitch-
ens, check batteries in smoke and carbon monoxide alarms, and 
move fragile items like glass ornaments out of range. 

Double-check your safety and medication supplies - the first aid kit, 
the painkillers and, since overeating is a traditional risk, the seltzer! 



 

 

  3 Thank You For Referrals !   Thank You!  Thank You! 
 
Thanks to all our clients who graciously referred their family, friends and associates to our agency.   
We build our agency on your positive comments.  We couldn’t do it without your help! 

 

 

Tell a friend, a colleague, a relative, an acquaintance… whoever… about us.  When they contact us and tell us 
you sent them (don’t worry, we ask why they called): 
YOU WIN:  

• 1 instant lottery ticket  AND 

• 1 Chance to win DINNER FOR 2  (a $50 value awarded each month)  AND 

• 1 Chance to win the Grand Prize – A 42” Flat Screen TV 
 
The first week of each month we’ll randomly draw from all of last month’s Chance  #1 qualifiers.   
THE WINNER will receive Dinner for Two at a local restaurant.  (A $50 value)! 

 
On December 31, 2010,  we’ll conduct a random drawing for the  Grand Prize that qualified from January 1, 
2010 through December 31, 2010  
  

  THE GRAND PRIZE WINNER will receive  a 42” FLAT SCREEN TV!!!  

 

Halloween has come and gone and I wanted to introduce you to some of my friends that 
dressed up for the day of trick or treating.  First, I have to show you how cute I looked in 
my pumpkin costume.  My friend Peky really likes hotdogs, so she dressed up as one.  
Good thing she didn ’ t try to eat herself.  Peky has her own pet; a turtle named Ruffles.  
Ruffles dressed up as a pumpkin, like me.  Next is my friend Dexter.  For his first Hallow-
een, Dexter is dressed in his formal attire.  And last, but not least, Sarge is dressed like 
a mummy. 

 

NOVEMBER WINNER 

 LINDA WARE! 

ROSIE’S CORNER 

 

HERE ARE SOME OF THE KIDS AND 
RELATIVES OF OUR STAFF SHOWING 
OFF THEIR OH SO SCARY AND CUTE 

HALLOWEEN ATTIRE 
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IT'S A FACT:  They may not hang around the Thanksgiving dinner table for long, but turkeys have 

been on earth longer than humans – about 10 million years!  
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 What You Can Do To Beat The Bullies 
Here's a starling fact: If you're not one yourself, you almost certainly know someone who is a victim of 
bullying. It's reckoned that up to three fourths of all students and the same proportion of employees 
have been on the receiving end of aggressive or unreasonable behavior. These days, there's an 
added dimension to the problem - online bullying, or "cyberbullying", where victims are taunted, often 
anonymously and sometimes with fatal results. If you're a bullying victim or know someone who is, 
here's what you can do: 

Parents:  

• Encourage your kids to let you know if they're 
being bullied and reassure them you can sort it 
out without making it worse for them. 

• Listen supportively and don't criticize anything 
they did in response, nor encourage retaliation. 

• Keep your own emotions in check and contact 
the school principal (or teacher). 

• Don't blame the culprit (who may have prob-
lems of their own) and don't contact their par-
ents. 

• Look for ways to improve your child's self-
confidence and increase friendships with oth-
ers. 

In the workplace:  

• Keep a diary of bullying incidents, noting what 
happened and who witnessed it. 

• Keep a copy of any documents with information 
relating to the conflict. 

• Report incident(s) to a relevant person, who 
might be a supervisor or higher figure not in-
volved in the incident, or an HR department. 

• Check out your health - physical and psycho-
logical - with a professional and, if appropriate, 
take time off work. 

• If appropriate - for instance you feel a victim of 
discrimination - get an attorney. 

• Check out www.osha.gov and 

Not what we say about our blessings, but how we use them, is the true measure of our  

thanksgiving .                        W T Purkiser, American preacher and scholar 


